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actual design on their part to drive it to this last
resort. Sindheea's plans came, therefore, to the
same issue with the British negotiations; that is
to say, produced no result whatsoever.

At the court of Poona nothing particular oc-
curred ; but the conduct of the Pdshwa's govern-
ment was an alternation of concessions, subser-
vience, and conciliation, and of a spirit of recrimi-
nation and litigious opposition. The prince himself
assumed either character, with a versatility, that
seemed to baffle every attempt to penetrate his
real disposition and intentions. In this spirit, at one
time, he ordered extensive levies of horse and foot,
and at another reduced his establishments to the
lowest possible ebb; at one time he complained of
the delays thrown in the way of the adjustment of
his claims on the Nizam and Gykwar; at other
times himself created new and very childish ones.
All the while, every nerve was strained to procure
the release of Trimbukjee, and every advantage,
personal as well as national, was offered to Mr.
Elphinstone, through various channels, to engage
him to forward this grand object of desire. Active
intrigues were at the same time carrying on in
Hindoostan and Goozerat, and special agents de-
puted to all the Mahratta courts, to persuade them
to join the proposed coalition ; promising advan-
tages to those who were not prepared for open
hostility, if they would but aid, by keeping up the